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Sunday Worship Services

9 8:30am: Traditional Worship (with
livestream)

9 9:30am: Coffee Fellowship

9 10:30am: Contemporary Worship
(with drive-in)

9 For drive-in worship at 10:30, please
drive through the canopy at the
front of the church to pick up a
bulletin etc., before parking in the
back parking lot and tuning your car
radio to FM 87.9.

Holy Communion is a part of all
worship services on the first and
third Sundays of the month. All
members receiving communion are
asked to complete an electronic

communion card at ZionBuffalo.org/
card or text CARD to 763-335-1245.

Prayer Group

We are a congregation filled with care for
one another. We believe in the power of
prayer and the importance of praying for
one another, our community, and God's
so-loved world. Members and regular
attenders are invited to join the Zion
Buffalo Prayer group on Facebook. We
have made this a private Zion group to
honor the confidential nature of some
requests. If you go to
facebook.com/groups/zionbuffaloprayer,
you will be able to share and/or respond
to prayer requests.
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Serving for Jesus

KARI BAHE, SENIOR PASTOR

Zion is a congregation filled with people
who are committed to serving with Jesus.

Each time we gather for worship, we
conclude with a statement of who we are
and what we do:
“With all we are and with all
we do,

we will trust in Jesus, live for
Jesus,

And serve with Jesus Christ our Lord.”

We are people who trust Jesus for all things. Trusting Jesus in all things means
that we live knowing, as Julian of Norwich wrote, in 1373, as she was deathly
ill: “all things shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well.”

We live for Jesus. Living for Jesus means that our ‘why’ in life, which is so
popular with self-help gurus, is something we don't have to go looking for—we
already know our why, our what, and how: Jesus.

And, finally, serving with Jesus is a way of saying that we believe that we are
called to be the hands and feet of our Lord today, so that the love of God may
be experienced by all.

April is the month we especially give thanks for all we do together as we serve
in Jesus’ name. SERVE Weekend is a wonderful invitation to share intentional
time with your church family by serving together during the weekend of April
26-28.

SERVE Weekend is the perfect time to try a new way of serving at Zion.
Maybe you've appreciated the warm, smiling welcome each Sunday morning
when you walk through the doors—how about serving as a greeter? Perhaps
you've wondered what it would be like to know more about the behind-the-
scenes aspects of your church—how about serving as a communion server?
How about hosting a coffee fellowship? Simple, but meaningful ways to serve
your church family are plentiful. We call our volunteering opportunities shared
ministry because that is a more accurate phrase—you aren’t so much
volunteering as you are sharing what we do together for the sake of Jesus

Christ!

Serving like Jesus is what we are supposed to do as His followers. But serving
is more than “supposed to.” Everyone who gets involved in SERVE Weekend
shares a similar experience-summarized in these words of a Zion member last
year after SERVE Weekend: “When | serve, | am the one who gets more out of
it than the people | am serving. | walk away feeling needed, purposeful, and

useful. Serve Weekend is one of my very favorite weekends of the year
(Continued on page 14)
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Good News!

CHuck ZumBUSCH, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Happy Easter! By the time this goes to
press, we will have just celebrated
Easter. One of my favorite church
traditions from Zion is our unique way of
celebrating the Risen Lord. | always
cherish Easter Sunday and how Zion
attendees greet one another and share
the Good News. When seeing each
other, the first will make the statement,
“He is Risen!” quickly answered by the
other person responding “Christ is Risen
indeed, Hallelujah,” usually followed by a
shared smile. Our family tradition is that the same brief conversation is
repeated many times over the course of the day. It is a wonderful Christian
salutation, but also a reminder of the miracle that took place so many years ago
and the inspiration it gave the disciples to go out and spread the Good News to
all who would listen.

Before the death and resurrection of Jesus, death was only known as an
ending, something to be avoided at all costs. Because of His example, we as
Christians know there is much more. While his life on earth came to a sudden
end, his mission carries on within each one of us.

There is a movie that came out awhile back, called “Pay it Forward.” It was a
simple concept created by a middle school boy, whose school project was to
put into action a plan that would change the world for the better. His idea gets
started with him doing something nice for three other people, but rather than
repaying the debt, each of the three individuals instead would “pay it forward”
by doing something nice for three more people, and so on. The young boy is
crushed when his initial attempts seemingly don’t work out and it appears the
plan will fail. However, to his surprise and those around him, the idea catches
on just enough and spreads from his hometown to across the nation, benefitting
a lot of different people along the way in unexpected ways. | loved the message
of the story, in that one person can make a profound difference in the world,
and all it takes is the willingness to start with a simple kind act (or three).

Perhaps, as it did for the disciples, the Easter season will provide inspiration to
you as well, to put more good out into the world along with sharing the Good
News to all who will listen.

Lastly, Zion has been a very busy place during the Lenten season, especially on
Wednesday evenings. Special thanks to all of those that made it such a
meaningful time, from preparing meals enjoyed by so many, to thought-
provoking speakers sharing their perspectives after the Lenten service, along
with everything in between. | am very grateful for all who volunteered and
made an impact.

Baptism Class

Anyone wishing to schedule a baptism is
asked to attend a class prior to the date
of the baptism. Expectant parents, as well
as those who already are parents, may
attend the class. Scheduling of baptisms
will take place at the class.

The next class is Sunday, April 14, 2024,
at 11:45am. Register at
ZionBuffalo.org/Baptism

Held in God’s Promises

Baptisms

February 25

Lynlee Dot Hedlund
Cash Garrett Bullert
Lydia Grace Holt
Harvey Wesley Holt
McKenna Lyn Holt

Funerals

February 19

Steven James LaFave
February 22

Marlys Gillund
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Global Mission Sunday
Celebrate on May 5

By Josie LAFAVE, GLoBAL MissiONS COMMITTEE

You are invited to join us as we celebrate Zion's Global
Mission Sunday on May 5. This is a special day to reflect on
our call to serve and support our siblings in Christ
throughout the world. Zion’s mission field starts right here in
the greater Buffalo area and extends out around the world.
Through your contributions of time, talent, goods, and money,
we provide clothing, food, housing and building supplies,
medical care, scholarships, education support, financial support
and volunteer hours to our local and global communities. Our
Global Mission partners include Redeemer Lutheran Church in
North Minneapolis, All Kids Can Learn International (AKCLI) in Zambia,
Africa, Mission Jamaica, and the Ukrainian Refugee Project.
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On Global Mission Sunday, we will have available for purchase the book,
"Evidence Now Seen," by Benedict and Kathleen Schwartz, CEOs of All Kids
Can Learn International. The cost is $20. The book tells the background
story and the growth and expansion of the Village of Hope in Zambia, Africa.

Mission Trip Opportunities in 2025

We will have two opportunities for you to participate in a Mission Trip in
2025. You are invited to join us on January 17 for a trip to All Kids Can Learn/
Village of Hope, in Zambia, Africa, or a Mission Jamaica trip February 15-22.

Prayer Shawl Mll’llStrY We hope you will consider one of these two amazing trips to work with our
The prayer shawl ministry (knitters and  global sisters and brothers in Christ. Information about the AKCLI/Village of
crocheters) meets in the prayer room Hope trip was in the March newsletter. We will also provide information for

on the first and third Thursdays of each | i1, trips on Global Mission Sunday.

month, from 1:00-3:00pm. If you are

unable to attend the meeting but still The Global Mission committee

want to participate, contact the office to b Id lik hank f

be included on email communications. members would like tot ankyoutor
your ongoing support of this vital

ministry. God has blessed us with
the opportunity to reach out and
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Prayer shawls are made full of prayers
for the recipients. Our hope is that

when the shawl is worn, they can feel help others. On Global Mission
the warmth of Jesus’ support, guidance  Sunday, and every day, we thank
and love. God for these chances to be His
If you know of someone who would hands and feet on earth.

benefit from receiving a prayer shawl,
please contact the Zion office.
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HOW GOD USED ONE COUPLE TO TOUCH THE LIVES OF
ORPHANED AND VULNERABLE CHILDREN IN ZAMBIA 3
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Let's Grow the Mission

You are invited to St.
Andrew’s Men’s Ministry
Mission Jamaica Celebration

May 18, 2024
Noon-5:00pm
“Let’s Grow the Mission”

On Saturday, May 1, |




