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Sunday Worship Services Holdmg on:
9 8:30am: Traditional Worship (with TO Promises

livestream)
1 9:30am: Coffee Fellowship KARI BAHE, SENIOR PASTOR

9 10:30am: Contemporary Worship
(with drive-in)

9 For drive-in worship at 10:30, please
drive through the canopy at the
front of the church to pick up a

Promises made, promises broken.
Promises regretted, promises treasured.

bulletin etc., before parking in the There are many kinds of promises, aren’t
back parking lot and tuning your car  there? Some cut deep to our heart; we
radio to FM 87.9. make them and would never want to

break them. Some are made flippantly,
Holy Communion is a part of all some solemnly, and sadly some are made
worship services on the first and falsely.

third Sundays of the month. All

B = cormmunion are The flippant ones come in many forms. |

B ilete o electronic promise you | love the Vikings more than life itself. | promise you won't hate
communion card at ZionBuffalo.org/ the movie that much. And, sometimes, flippant promises come in the form of a
card or text CARD to 763-335-1245. threat. Often used as a parenting technique. “If you don’t stop doing that,
" | promise you will be grounded for the rest of your life.” No one is grounding
their kid for life. Even though, when it is said, we often feel like doing just that!

The false ones are easily said between siblings—"| promise you | will do the
dishes next time if you just please do them for me tonight.” | remember saying
it many times. Those promises were, | hate to admit, often more about a
manipulation than a true intention. After all, who thinks much past trying to get
out on a Friday night (as soon as possible!!) with friends when they are

16?! And...just to be clear...those promises worked both ways, my brother
made many of those false ones too. | did double duty on dishes many times,
because | was gullible to his promises.

And then, there are God’s promises. God makes them in the form of a
covenant. A promise that, on God’s part, can never be broken. Never. As in—
n.e.v.e.r. Not ever. Those are the promises worth holding on to. Those are the
promises that don't look much like human promises. The risks in these
promises are God's. Not ours.

= ) We hold a treasure-trove of God's promises within the sacred story of
Prayer Group scripture. Some you know well, some you may have forgotten, and some you

We are a congregation filled with care for may never have thought about.

one another. We believe in the power of  Pastor Trevor and I-along with the Zion staff and leadership are looking
prayer and the importance of praying for forward to a Lent of inviting you to hold on. We hope you will take every
one another, our community, and God's opportunity to gather with the beloved people of God in this place and

so-loved-world. Members and regular .
attenders are invited to join the Zion wonder about the promises God makes.

Church Prayer group on Facebook. We On Sunday mornings, we will sing about God's promises, we will explore the
have made this a private Zion group to meaning of them and wonder about how we each fit into them. On Wednesday
honor the confidential nature of some nights during Lent, we envision Zion as a place of respite for you in the middle
reqUGStsi If you go to facebOOk‘c,om/ of the week as we gather for hot soup, warm bread, lots of smiles, some music,
B T=loprayer, you will be some art, and inventive ways of talking about, wondering about, and holding on
able to share and/or respond to prayer to promise
e This Lenten season at Zion, we are holding on together: not in the sense of
white knuckling it; but in the sense of holding on by trusting in the One who
holds us! Thanks be to God!



https://ZionBuffalo.org/card
https://ZionBuffalo.org/card
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A New Year

CHuck ZumBUSCH, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

What a difference a year can make! Last
year, we were collectively digging out of
a mountain of snow, and enduring cold
temps. This year, it was a very different
story, with little to no snow, mild temps
and green grass into December.

It will be my pleasure to serve as the
Council President again this year, along
with Ashley Mattson returning as the VP.
New this year, Josie LaFave and Andy
Kohls, will begin their terms as Secretary and Treasurer. At the same time, I'd
like to thank outgoing Council members Deb Rude, Joan Halderson and Jim
Bischoff for their time and contributions during their terms. Deb served as
Secretary each year | have been on Council and always did an exceptional job
of capturing the happenings of our meetings and helping to keep us all on track.
Joan served as Treasurer, supporting the Finance Committee and keeping the
Council apprised of all things financial. | appreciated Jim always providing
straightforward dialogue, willing to share his opinion and always helped ensure
we were adjourned in a timely manner. We have three new members joining
Council this year: Chad Peterson, Heather Damico and Hannah Peterson. We
are all looking forward to partnering with them in their new roles, getting them
up to speed and making an immediate impact as we enter 2024.

As | looked back over 2023, | would say Zion had a great year. Early in the year,
we identified priorities that as a congregation we should achieve, such as calling
and installing an Associate Pastor, and we did.

The youth education programs continue to be a bright spot for our church.
VBS had a great program and was well attended this summer and Confirmation
classes have never been larger. The leadership initiative to reengage teens is
working. Attendance at weekly high school youth group up 17700% and is
continuing to grow.

Financially, giving has been steady. However, increased staffing along with
increased activity within the church in providing our ministries has resulted in
associated higher expenses. Zion has a comfortable cash balance as of the end
of 2023, but increased faithful giving will be necessary to continue to support
God's work being done by the staff and members of Zion.

As this new Council meets in January, we will set priorities as a cohesive team
and begin the process of entering a new year, with both a Senior and Associate
Pastor in place, and looking forward to all we can accomplish together.

In Christ,
Chuck

Baptism Class

Anyone wishing to schedule a baptism is
asked to attend a class prior to the date
of the baptism. Expectant parents, as well
as those who already are parents, may
attend the class. Scheduling of baptisms
will take place at the class.

The next class is Sunday, February 11, at
1:45am. Register at
ZionBuffalo.org/Baptism

Held in God’s Promises

Baptisms

December 17
Samuel Abramowski

Funerals

December 18
Richard Mattson



https://zionbuffalo.org/baptism

Lenten Bible Study

During the Wednesdays of Lent, Roger
Johnson will be leading a Bible Study on
the theme of Five Covenants in the Bible.
These focus on the Promises God makes
with his people, which are still good today.
You are invited to meet in the library at
10:30am on February 21 & 28, March 6,13
& 20.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The prayer shawl ministry has begun to
meet again. If you would like to
participate, all are welcome! Knitters and
crocheters are meeting in the prayer room
on the first and third Thursdays of each
month, from 1:00-3:00pm. If you can’t
make the meeting but still want to
participate, contact kim@zionbuffalo or
763-682-1245 to be included on email
communications.

We hope to see you there!

Could It Be You?

GLoBAL MissioN COMMITTEE

The Global Mission committee is
putting feelers out to see if there
are Zion members interested in
joining our team. We meet on the
second Tuesday night every other
month, starting in January where
we focus on efforts to support
and serve our mission partners:
All Kids Can Learn International
(AKCLI) at the Village of Hope in
Zambia, Mission Jamaica, and in
our extended backyard of
Redeemer Lutheran Church in
North Minneapolis. Help us plan
and execute our initiatives
including our Lenten Self-Denial
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campaign, our celebration of our global outreach on Global Mission Sunday,
our end of summer golf outing that raises monies for a specific partner
project, and more! Gain a deeper understanding of the projects we are
propelled to serve and know that your new ideas and inspirations are

welcomed.

It's not necessary for a new team member to have been on a mission trip nor
to go on one in the future. All that is needed is a passion for the committee’s
mission: to foster relationships in a world community inspiring people to
witness and serve for Christ. If interested, please connect with Minda

! Squadroni, Josie LaFave, or another Global Mission committee member.







